m the painful distortions so frequently witnessed in burns on the neck and , ?eIn the foot I have found the permanent cicatrix full two inches in length th ?Perati?n ?f talipes equinus); and a worse distortion produced, viz. e talipes calcaneus valgus, where the foot was placed in position immediately er the operation, and kept for a long time in the flexed position : this position as not, however, maintained, except during the exercise of volition. The ongation in congenital cases, and also in non-congenital cases, of young sub^cts> is undoubtedly effected eventually at the cost of the contractility of the uscle, but not primarily : this is a secondary result, for no new uniting medium n by possibility possess the power of drawing down the muscle, any more than e newly formed granulations following a burn can do; the cicatrix, as it conact?> certainly does so, but after the foot is brought into position; and hence e hnear cicatrix. The force of the contraction of a cicatrix is sufficiently evient in the instances of burns alluded to, not only to draw down and overcome ne muscle, but even a set of muscles?as the extensors of the head and neck, r of the arm, and other parts." P. 9 The patient was totally unable to walk, from the great pain occasioned when the feet were subjected to the weight of the body. Upon attempting to adduct the feet, the peroneii and common extensor were rendered extremely tense; upon attempting to flex the foot, the tendo-Achilles was also tense; and upon an attempt to depress them, the anterior tibial and extensor proprius pollicis were also tense, there being the smallest possible amount of motion in the joint, and that of an unyielding character. I therefore proposed the division of the tendons of the whole of these muscles as the only prospect of relief, which was assented to. I first divided the peroneus longus and brevis, then the extensor communis, digitorum, and peroneus tertius, afterwards the anterior tibial and extensor proprius pollicis, and lastly the tendo-Achilles. Lint and bandages were applied, and allowed to remain on a week, the patient having suffered no pain beyond that immediately following the operation. At the end of that time I applied one of Scarpa's shoes, and flexed and extended the foot alternately night and morning, so that the uniting medium of each tendon might be acted upon, the foot being adducted the whole time. At the end of three weeks the motion of the joint was restored perfectly, and the patient possessed the power of flexing and extending it at will." P. 77. On the whole, this work of Mr. Tamplin's may be consulted with much profit by the surgical reader, and we therefore strongly recommend our professional friends generally, and especially such as reside in the country or are at a distance from an orthopsedic institution, to have a copy of it beside them. In the evenLof a second edition, the author will do well to toake more frequent reference to other writers upon the subjects discussed, and to compare his own opinions and practice with their's. This is but fair to them as well as to himself.
